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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the government for a redress of grievances.” —First Amendment

A peace plan  
for class warfare
Circles tries to narrow income gap

When it comes to class warfare, it’s easier to lob gre-
nades than to sow the seeds of peace.

That’s why Dr. James Lemons, a local neonatologist, 
deserves recognition—and support—for his quest to 
bridge the widening gap between the country’s haves and 
have-nots.

Rather than get caught up in the noise of the Occupy 
Wall Street movement or wringing his hands over the 
worsening concentration of wealth in our country, Lem-
ons is doing something about it by making Indianapolis 

a focal point in a national anti-
poverty program.

As IBJ reported last week, 
Lemons, 67, is launching a train-
ing center here for a national anti-
poverty program called Circles. 
He hopes the program can reach 
4,000 low-income people in Indi-
ana and recruit up to 12,000 vol-
unteers over the next five years.

Circles, created by New Mexico-based not-for-profit 
Move the Mountain, operates on the theory that the poor 
can work their way out of poverty by making meaningful 
connections with the middle class and modeling certain 
middle-class behaviors.

But it isn’t just the poor who can learn a thing or two. 
Middle-class participants gain a better understanding 
of the causes and challenges of poverty, making it more 
likely they’ll support initiatives, such as improvements in 
access to transportation, that can help people boost their 
economic standing.

Lemons has been busy recruiting not-for-profit, 
government and business leaders to the cause, which 
matches low-income people who want to escape poverty 
with two or three middle-class volunteers over a period 
of 18 months. 

So far, he’s lined up $800,000 in startup money, in-
cluding sizable grants from the Indiana State Department 
of Health and the Indiana University School of Medicine. 
And he hired Nick Reich from Goodwill Industries as di-
rector of the local training center, the first of 12 that Move 
the Mountain wants to establish in the United States.

“This is the most important thing I’ve been involved 
with,” Lemons told IBJ reporter Kathleen McLaughlin 
in describing why he intends to spend the rest of his life 
working on the project.

The work Lemons and Circles are doing is important to 
people at all income levels. 

Decent people can disagree over the causes of poverty 
and how best to lift people out of it, but there should be 
no argument that it takes a toll on all of us. Some can 
turn a blind eye to the suffering it causes, but no one can 
escape the economic costs of the crime, dependence and 
lost potential that poverty imposes.

Rather than simply lamenting those costs, Lemons has 
made an effort to understand the plight of the poor and is 
taking action to help them. We hope our readers will con-
sider giving some of their time or treasure—or both—to 
help Lemons change lives.•

To comment on this editorial, write to ibjedit@ibj.com.

 No one 
escapes 
poverty’s 
economic 
toll.

A puzzle by and for Mensa members
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I spoke at a Mensa meeting recently. 
Mensa was founded in England in 
1946 with only one qualification 
for membership—a 
high IQ. Members of 
Mensa must have at-
tained a score within 
the upper 2 percent of 
the general population 
on an intelligence test 
that has been approved 
by the national associ-
ation. In other words, 
Mensans are smart.

Try this riddle that was discussed at the 
meeting: A man stands with a bucket of 
water in his hand. Provide at least three ex-
planations of why when he turns the bucket 
over there is still water in the bucket.

The society’s limited agenda is to pro-
vide a stimulating intellectual and social 
environment for its members. I tried to 
do that. Together we created a crossword 
puzzle patterned after a popular children’s 
game. See 39 across.

Match wits with Mensa by solving the 

crossword puzzle and unscrambling the circled letters in 
the suspects’ names to reveal 36 across.•

Answers are on page 34.

Across  
1.   Quartet of a’s and b’s?
5.   Boo-boo
9.   Heston title role
14. Sole partner?
15. Forearm
16.  Ear annoyance
17. “Fatha” Hines
18. Falls off
19. Suspect
20. Victim
22. Suspect
24. Blue dye
25. Workers’ compensation
26. Disorder 
29. Rich history
30. Musician’s asset 
33. Knick of note or J.R.
34. Apple part
35. Spanish morsel
36. See instructions

39. Puzzle theme
40. Plants
41. Cancel, as in a launch
42. Grand Canyon transport
43. Recess often seen on 5 
      down
44. Keys
45. Irish Rose lover
46. One chip, usually
47. Suspect
50. Suspect
54. Spotted, in a way
55. Cornhusker st.
57. Cookie with crème
58. Suspect
59.  At rest
60. Suspect
61. Flies alone
62. ______ the line
63. Soaks (up)

Down
1. “Excuse me” 
2.  Mammal that comes in  
      brown, black or white
3.  Hook end
4. Part of RDA
5. When church bells may 
      ring
6. “Back to the Future” co-star
7. Hoosier st.
8. Hacker’s arsenal
9. Hire
10. Mr. Moto star, Peter _____
11. Paris sky
12. Words of understanding
13. Bad impression
21. Avoid
23. Rod of the Baseball Hall  
      of Fame
26. Birthplace of Muhammad
27. Soldiers on the lam
28. Snoopy playmate

29. “Paint Your Wagon”  
      composer
30. “The Raven” author, briefly
31. Left at sea
32. Tirades
34. Like some families and  
      friends
35. Setting places?
37. Savory jelly
38. Bridge seats
43. Humble followers?
44. Hardened
45. Vinegar:  Prefix
46. Stroll
47. Cat’s feet
48. Grand Canyon return
49. Blue shade
51. Folkie Guthrie
52. Extend service
53. Titles for some monks
56. Tokyo, once

Maurer is a shareholder in IBJ Corp., which owns In-
dianapolis Business Journal.  His column appears every 
other week. To comment on this column, send e-mail to 
mmaurer@ibj.com.
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