A matching test full of puns and fun
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In elementary school and junior high I loved matching
tests. Hey, the answers are right in front of your face. All
you have to do is put them in the right places. Try your
luck to the right.

You'll find in the puzzle some of my favorite clues
from crossword puzzles I have constructed over the years.
Clues that contain puns or misdirects are the hallmarks
of New York Times puzzles.

I try to solve a New York Times puzzle every day and
have ever since I got hooked while in law school. It is
an addiction but a positive one—helpful and enjoyable. It
allows me to flex my mental muscles. We need to exer-
cise creativity to increase it like muscle tone. Challeng-
ing crossword puzzles interrupt the normal routine and
rev up our brains.

Those of you who share that addiction will enjoy my
new book “50 Crossword Puzzles with playful narra-
tions.” The narrations consist of short stories or anec-
dotes for each of the puzzles in the book. Those of you
who are not hooked, if you purchase a copy, watch your
step. You may be entering a lifetime of joy—a habit you
will not wish to break. The book sells for $10 and the
money goes to a good cause— the renewal of my New
York Times subscription. You can order the book through
my email as noted below.s

1. Cook book
2. Like object

3. Lionized actor

— 4. Lady in waiting

5. Fire starter
6. Diet ender

——— 7. Shot putters

8. 4-H competitor

9. Bread box

10. Queue cue

11. Mason job

12. Tried pot luck

13. Draft avoider’s need
14. Give a darn

15. Secret targets

16. Dangerous partner

17. Family name with a
checkered past

18. Passing comments
19. Bridge enthusiast

— 20. Feat of clay

— 22. One who blows his own horn
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21. Noted presentation

23. Height measurement
24. Friendly wagger
25. Exercised pull

— 26. Shoot the breeze
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